
» Meet with a lender 
before looking at homes

If you receive a pre-qualification or 
pre-approval from a reputable lender, your 

negotiating position is strengthened. It shows listing agents 
and sellers you are serious about buying a home. It is important you 

consider a local lender who understands mountain property.

» Seek guidance from your real estate professional and inspectors
These people are trained in buying, selling and inspecting.  Find someone you respect and trust and 
allow them to help, it will benefit you in the long run. 

» Choose an agent carefully
Don’t jump from agent to agent just because you saw their name on a yard sign.  Interview agents and 
choose the one you feel most comfortable with and who will focus on your needs.  

»  Gather information about properties 
Obtain market statistics and sales records for your area so you know how things (prices, conditions, list-to-sales 
price ratios) stack up in your future neighborhood.

» Evaluate price comparisons
Don’t assess the value of a home only on the asking price. Your real estate agent can compile reports that reflect and 
compare the selling price of similar homes that have recently sold.

» Ask questions
Don’t be afraid to ask questions! You’re not supposed to know everything about buying a home. Remember this is potentially the 
biggest purchase you’ll make in your life - don’t get caught in a bad investment because you didn’t ask enough questions.

» Understand market conditions
Different markets necessitate unique action plans.  In a Sellers’ Market you need to be prepared to act quickly and possibly 
pay close to, or over list price.  In a Buyers’ Market you have time and price on your side.  Your agent will be able to 
guide through any type of market conditions.
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“Carrie is a professional to the T.  As in she 
helps move through the process like a 

teacher and educates you along the 
way.  She has a good knowledge of 

the local area and how the market 
is doing.  She grasped what me 

and my wife were looking for 
and helped us find what we 

truly wanted.”

The list below will help you educate 
yourself in the home buying process


